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Christmas with the Barkers 
President and Mrs. Barker open their home to students during the holiday season and share their traditions. 
KATHERINE LALLA 
NEWS EDITOR 
The President's home is always 
open, but during the holiday 
season, President James and Mrs. 
Marcia Barker make an extra effort 
to encourage students to visit, 
redecorating their home in the 
holiday spirit. 
On Tuesday, Dec. 4 they held 
a reception for the architecture 
students who designed ornaments 
for one of the trees in the 
President's home. 
As the First Family of Clemson, 
the Barkers have a few special and 
sentimental holiday traditions 
and memories. 
"We gather as a family and that 
includes two granddaughters and we 
go to church together on Christmas 
Eve, and then we get a Christmas 
photo which involves me trying to 
remember how to use the automatic 
camera," President Barker said. 
"It is always in front of the 
fireplace and the tree and whoever is 
here is in that photo. We have each 
year's photo out around the house.- 
We have a birthday party and have 
a birthday cake for baby Jesus and 
our granddaughters just love it. We 
wake up Christmas morning here 
and see what Santa brought," Mrs. 
Barker said. 
"The campus is so strange when 
everyone is gone. Sometimes we've 
had family members in and gone 
down to play touch football in Death 
Valley. It's the greatest thing ever," 
President Barker said. 
"My birthday is two days after 
Christmas, on the 27th, and we've 
had a bowling party in the Union. We 
kind of have roam of campus," Mrs. 
Barker said. 
"It is like camp in the middle of 
the year. We try to take advantage of 
that. Lately, depending on when the 
bowl game is, we have a bunch of 
people for Thanksgiving," President 
Barker said. 
"I always loved when all my 
extended family would come to 
Kingsport, Tenn. Just the magic 
of Christmas time, I still believe 
in the magic of the season," Mrs. 
Barker said. 
"Since we've moved here, we are 
sort of the central spot. Clemson is 
it. They all are Tigers and they all 
want to run down the hill," Mrs. 
Barker said. 
"Most of the family has dogs so 
we usually end up with six labs at the 
same time," President Barker said. 
"The year it snowed, with all 
the candles in the windows around 
Sikes and Tillman, it was like walking 
around in a snow globe. One year 
when it snowed and students were 
on campus, we opened the curtains 
upstairs and across the drive way it 
said in big letters in the snow 'No 
School Please.' They wanted us to 
cancel classes,? Mrs. Barker said. 
"We always eat creamed 
eggs on toast for breakfast 
Christmas morning.    We do  a big 
Carolers visit the Barker's home on Dec. 4 during the reception for architecture students. 
brunch   after   we   open   presents," 
Mrs. Barker said. 
"She [Mrs. Barker] is a child 
at Christmas time," President 
Barker said. 
The Barkers will be hosting 
their annual Holiday Open at the 
President's Home Friday, Dec. 7 from 
11 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
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does not go unnoticed, and we are < sxtremely grateful to have you! 
President and Mrs. Barker in front of their family Christmas tree. 
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An Interview with 
The legend of Santa Claus began as the Patron Saint Nicholas in the 4th century area of the 
Asia Minor, now known as Turkey. He gave away his wealth that he inherited after his 
parents died, spreading his fortune to those less fortunate. He is known as the Patron Saint of 
Children. Santa Claus lives on through the modern day story of Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
residents of the North Pole. Santa delivers presents to all the deserving boys and girls on the 
Eve of Christmas each year, arriving in his sleigh flown by reindeer. 
An Interview with Santa Claus, North Pole 
The Tiger News: What is Santas favorite part about Christmas in Clemson, S.C.? 
Santa Claus: "I like the fact there are all kinds of activities happening, from churches to civic 
organizations. There are so many groups and organizations with holiday activities to celebrate 
the season and the spirit of giving." 
TTN: What does Santa do to keep an eye on all the Clemson students during the year? 
SC: I have several of my elves strategically around the campus and city observing students to 
make sure all the boys and girls are being good. 
TTN: What makes the difference between Naughty and Nice? 
SC: That is a tough call, but generally I would say how the person treats other people is the 
most important. 
TTN: Are Clemson students usually on the Naughty or Nice list? 
SC: Oh, they are usually on the nice list. For the most part, all the Clemson students are great 
people. 
TTN: What is your favorite cookie? 
SC: Um, Scottish shortbread! 
TTN: What are you getting Mrs. Claus for Christmas this year? 
SC: Well, she has been around about as long as me, so it is a tough call, each year. I am 
getting her new gloves and a scarf this year, but she already has me so what else does she really 
need! 
TTN: Tell me something funny the reindeer have done recently. 
SC: Well about a week ago, Rudolf got into the eggnog and had a bit too much to drink. He 
tried to fly, so his fellow reindeer decided to lock him up in the stables for the safety of 
himself and others. 
TTN: What do you plan to do you after Christmas? 
SC: Well, I am going to go to the Chick-fil-A bowl to watch the Tigers, incognito, of course. 
Then, I will probably head to Florida for a few weeks. 
TTN: Do you only visit Clemson at Christmas? 
SC: I am all over the place, but between us, I like Clemson better than anywhere else. I try to 
make it to some of the football games, but football season is my busiest time of the year so I 
do not get to make it to as many as I would like. 
TTN: What is the hardest part about being Santa? 
SC: Trying to decide who is naughty and nice because most people are nice to a certain 
degree. 
TTN: What is the best part about being Santa? 
SC: Bringing joy to children and seeing their eyes light up. 
TTN: What is the most unusual thing you have ever been asked for? 
SC: A pet whale, so I had to give them their second request on that one. 
TTN: How long have you had your beard? 
SC: Oh, about 450 years or so. 
TTN: Is there anything special you would like to say to Clemson students? 
SC: Keep being good boys and girls and Go Tigers! 
TTN: Thank you for your time Santa! 
SC: You are welcome! Ho Ho Ho and Merry Christmas! 
GregHouck, an employee at the City of Clemson Parks and Recreation, has been serving as Santa 
Claus for four years. 
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Tigra Scientifica: You Have to Feel It to Believe It! 
Research into baseball bat vibrations has reduced the sting. 
LANA WARD 
STAFF WRITER 
Many baseball or Softball players know that if 
you miss hitting the "sweet spot" on the bat while 
making contact with the ball, the resulting vibrations 
can be extremely painful for the hands. Dedicated 
players have been known to go to extremes to avoid 
these vibrations and have a smooth, painless swing. 
They have made padded batting gloves, bat warmers 
and unique bat grips, but none of these attempts at 
eliminating the pain have been completely effective. 
Numerous bat companies have been trying for 
many years to remove these painful and shocking 
sensations from their products with little success. 
However, Dr. Daniel Russell, a professor at 
Pennsylvania State University in University Park, has 
discovered that bat vibrations between 600 and 700 
hertz (Hz) cause the most pain. He has also reasoned 
that specifically tuned vibration absorbers are the best 
defense against the sting. According to Russell, human 
hands are most sensitive to vibration frequencies in 
the 200 to 700 Hz range. Once a baseball bat makes 
contact with the ball, there are two bat vibration 
frequencies that can occur within that range. There 
has been previous work in this field, which succeeded 
in eliminating the oscillations that occur around 200 
Hz. However, these oscillations tend to only cause 
pain in the hand that is lower while gripping the 
baseball bat In an attempt to build on these studies, 
Russell interviewed several baseball players. 
From these consultations, Russell learned that 
the most painful vibrations are actually the ones that 
impact the top hand while gripping the baseball 
bat. These vibrations affecting the top hand have 
much higher frequencies, usually in the 600 to 
700 Hz range. 
While analyzing high-speed video of baseball 
Strides are being taken to help reduce the pains that players experience. 
players swinging and making contact with a ball, 
Russell observed that vibrations in the 600 to 700 
Hz range are characteristically violent. Oftentimes, 
a players hands can lose contact with the 
bat mid-swing. As Russell states, "The fingers are being 
flung away from the bat because of the vibration." 
Previous attempts at combating these vibrations have 
consisted of using foam fillings within an aluminum 
bat handle. Despite the effort, these foam fillings only 
slightly dampen the oscillations and do not eliminate 
them. This influenced Russell to begin working 
with baseball bat manufacturer Marucci Sports. 
Their goal was to tune a vibration absorber that 
could belter defend a player against the painful top 
hand oscillations. 
Russell and Marucci Sports succeeded in 
developing a mass-spring device, which rests in the 
knob, or bottom, of the baseball bat. The device acts 
to swiftly eliminate the bending pattern responsible 
for the bat's painful zing. The mass-spring devices 
are specifically tuned based on the length of the bat, 
since frequency varies with bat length. The vibration 
absorbers have been placed in commercially available 
baseball bats since 2010. 
According to Russell, the responses from players 
using bats containing a vibration absorber have been 
positive and encouraging. He presented the results 
of his damping technique comparisons at the 164th 
meeting of the Acoustical Society of America (ASA) 
in Kansas City, Mo. 
Most Christian countries set out manger scenes during the holidays, but 
in Spain, Portugal and Italy, an unusual figurine is set up in the comer 
amidst the Wise men and the farm animals. The Caganer, or "Sh*tter" in 
English, is shown in the act of defecating, pants around his knees, bend- 
ing over with the pile of feces at his heels. In recent times, the Caganer has 
been usually depicted by a celebrity, a nun, a politician and Santa Claus. 
Unmarried women in the Czech Republic practice a traditional fortune 
telling method to predict their relationship status for the upcoming year; 
they stand with their back to the door and toss a shoe over their shoulder. 
If it lands with the toe facing the opening, start planning your wedding. 
If it lands heel-first, break out the cookie dough and the Forever Alone 
memes, and prepare for another year of single life. 
Legend in Norway says that on Christmas Eve, witches and evil spirits 
come out looking for brooms to ride on (a bad omen). To thwart the 
witches, all brooms in the house are hidden and men go outside and fire a 
shotgun to scare the bad spirits away. 
The tradition of eating Kentucky Fried Chicken on Christmas Day has 
become so popular in Japan that families must make reservations at their 
local KFC in order to uphold this deep-fried ritual. 
In Ukraine, they abide by most of the traditional ideas of Christmas orna- 
ments, but they always have one thing that we would consider odd: an 
Scial spider and web hidden in the tree. Good luck is given to the one 
ho finds it. A folk tale says that a poor family did not have the money to 
decorate a tree one year, but when they woke up on Christmas morning, 
a spider had beautifully decorated the tree with its web. 
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SAY WHAT? 
CLEMSON TWEETS 
USA EMERSON @THELEMERSON - DEC. 4 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING AT PRESIDENT BARKER'S HOUSE 
WAS PRETTY COOL. SO WAS GETTING INVITED IN AND 
GIVEN COOKIES. #GREATDAY 
EMILY ADAMS @EMILY_STRUGGLES - DEC. 3 
I WISH I HAD ANOTHER SEMESTER IN THE GREATEST 
PLACE ON EARTH #CLEMSON 
NICHOLE DAVIS @THENICHOLEDAVIS - DEC. 3 
WHO GIVES AN EXAM THE WEEK BEFORE FINALS? 
CLEMSON DOES. ftCLEMSONPROBZ 
CHRISTINA WELLS ©STINAWELLS - DEC. 3 
I THOUGHT I COULD GO ALL MY CLEMSON 
DAYS WITHOUT A PARKING VIOLATION. #NOPE 
CLEMSON GIRL PROB ©CLEMSONGIRLPROB - DEC. 3 
75 AND SUNNY IN DECEMBER? I CAN'T DECIDE IF I LOVE 
IT OR HATE IT. #CLEMSONGIRLPROB 
CORY HAGNAUER @HAGNAUER12 - DEC. 5 
CAMPUS IS FINALLY PUTTING CHRISTMAS TREES AND 
LIGHTS UP YET ITS IN THE SEVENETIES OUTSIDE... 
CONFUSED. 
ERIN WATKINS @ERINWATKINS3 - DEC. 5 
I'M A TOTAL SUCKER FOR LIGHTS IN TREES, DOWNTOWN 
CLEMSON LOOKS SO PRETTY 
THE TIGER SPORTS @THETIGERSPORTS - DEC. 2 
THE SEASON BEGAN IN THE DOME AGAINST THE TIGERS 
AND IT WILL END IN THE DOME AGAINST THE TIGERS: 
LSU VS. CLEMSON IN THE CHIKFILA BOWL. 
COURTNEY BOTTJEN @COURTNEYBOTTJEN - DEC. 5 
FINISHING MY EPORTFOLIO IS AN AMAZING FEELING!! 
ROBBIE TINSLEY ©RTINMAN13 - DEC. 4 
GIVING OUT BUBBLE WRAP ON LIBRARY BRIDGE AS A 
STRESS RELIEVER MIGHT BE THE BEST IDEA EVER. 
I WOULD BE IN THE DUNGEON OF THE LIBRARY WHEN 
TIGER ROAR COMES AND SINGS TO LEVER..WAHHHH 
/£LL/2S^ji72§mL/£tr]fS-aES.5 
TILLMAN PLAYING "AMAZING GRACE" JUST MADE MY 
MORNING. I NEVER WANNA LEAVE CLEMSON 
New TigerOne cards 
iROAR system implemented this month with new card pick up. 
KRISTIN BENDER 
STAFF WRITER 
Distribution of the newest 
TigerOne identification cards has 
begun. TigerOne, which changed 
its branding this past June, serves 
as a multi-function ID card. The 
official University ID card works 
as a TigerStripe balance card, 
provides building and meal plan 
access, and allows for sporting event 
ticket privileges. 
The card, according to Steve 
Robbins, Associate Vice President 
for Student Affairs, was the original 
work of Campus (Auxiliary) Services. 
The support system of the card has 
transitioned from Griffin to AT&T 
and most recently Blackboard, as 
of 2001. The transition to the new 
TigerOne card was prompted by 
iROAR, Clemson University's name 
for the new Banner system that will 
be replacing the SIS system and 
Blackboard. Banner is currently in 
use at over 1,800 institutions across 
the nation, including the University of 
South Carolina, College of Charleston, 
the Citadel and Winthrop. 
Among the many benefits 
included in the Banner system are a 
centralized room scheduler, financial 
aid and refunds and course registration 
improvements. One focus of iROAR 
is the CCIT project of Identity 
Management (IDM). IDM's purpose 
is to remove multiple usernames within 
the Clemson system that result when a 
person is both a student and employee 
at the University. New identification 
numbers, or Xid's, have been assigned 
to each person associated with 
Clemson University. The new card 
distribution is the third phase of the 
IDM project, where, according to the 
CCIT website, the new Xid "becomes 
[a] campus-wide identifier." 
All currently enrolled students, 
with the exception of those students 
graduating in December or those not 
taking classes on campus, must receive 
a new card. Lisa Powers, Director of 
TigerOne Card Services and Student 
Affairs Business Office Strategic 
Planning, said that the first phase of 
iROAR implementation taking place 
in the middle of the academic year 
was simply "the timeline of the overall 
project."Some seniors have pointed out 
the oddity of getting a new ID card for 
one semester. "I think the goals that 
the new TigerOne card will achieve 
are on point, but it seems as though 
the timing is off. It is a little silly 
to get a new card for one semester," 
Tina Evangelista, a senior Biology 
major, said. 
The card distributions will 
continue through Friday, Dec. 14 in 
the Hendrix Student Center Ballroom. 
Students must present a government- 
issued photo identification card or 
their current student card in order 
to pick up their new card anytime 
between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday during this period. 
The old cards may be retained, 
though they will not work after 
Tuesday, Dec. 18. 
Students and professors can pick up their new cards until Dec. 14. 
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Paws up, 
According to data analyzed from Facebook posts, the two weeks 
before Christmas are one of the two most popular times for 
couples to break up. 
It is estimated that the single "White Christmas" by Irving Berlin 
is the best-selling single of all time. 
Astronomers believe the Star of Bethlehem, which guided the 
wisemen to Jesus, may have been a comet or the planet Uranus. 
Christmas purchases account for one-sixth of 
all retail sales in the U.S. 
In Greece, Italy, Spain and Germany, workers get   Q 
a Christmas bonus of one month's salary by law. 
Nobel 
Prize Recipient 
John Mather speaks about Big Bang theory. 
ANDY BURNS 
MANAGING EDITOR 
In front of a standing-room only 
crowd, NASA physicist and Nobel Prize 
winner John Mather gave his- "History of 
the Universe from the Beginning to End" 
presentation at Strom Thurmond Institute 
on Wednesday, Nov. 28. Mather received 
the 2006 Nobel Prize in Physics for leading 
the Cosmic Background Explorer Satellite 
project, which helped cement the Big Bang 
theory of the universe. In 2007, Time 
magazine included him on their list of the 
"Top 100 Most Influential People in the 
World." Mather travels the country and 
gives lectures on his research and the James 
Webb Space Telescope (JWST) project. 
He is the project scientist for the JWST, 
which is set to replace the Hubble Space 
Telescope in 2018. 
Mathers presentation covered his 
research on the Big Bang theory and 
the future of the universe. On Thursday, 
Nov. 29, Mather held a physics and 
astronomy department colloquium tided 
"James Webb Space Telescope: Science 
Opportunities and Mission Progress." 
Jimmy Kaplanges, a senior information 
systems management major, befriended 
Mather while interning for the NASA 
Goddard Space Flight Center. Kaplanges 
is a part of the JWST project and worked 
with the Department of Physics and 
Astronomy to bring Mather to Clemson. 
"I wasn't expecting that big of a 
turnout for Wednesday's presentation, 
so it was nice to see so many people 
there," Kaplanges said. "Working with 
John, I have really seen how he has shaped 
our knowledge and perception regarding 
space exploration. NASAs James Webb 
Space Telescope project shows NASA's 
continuing involvement to make a greater 
contribution to the world. I was happy to 
have the opportunity to have brought John 
to share with Clemson." 
The James Webb Space Telescope 
project will explore the evolution of 
galaxies and will be able to see farther back 
in time than the Hubble Telescope. The 
JWST will provide us with a greater 
understanding of the formation of stars 
and planets. It is NASAs largest current 
project and has been in development since 
1996. Mather will continue his work on 
the project while maintaining his teaching 
position at the University of Maryland. 
Paws down 
U.S. scientists calculated that Santa would have to visit 822 homes per 
second to deliver all the world's presents on Christmas Eve. 
Oliver Cromwell outlawed Christmas celebrations and carols in England 
from 1649-1660. 
Most of Santa's reindeer have male names, but in order for reindeer to 
have their antlers around Christmas, they must either 
be female or castrated. 
President Teddy Roosvelt, an environmentalist, banned 
Christmas trees from the White House in 1912. 
Norwegian scientists have hypothesized that 
Rudolph's red nose is probably the result of a 
parasitic infection in his respiratory system. 
Top Places to Study 
KAYLA COBB 
COPY EDITOR 
Cooper Library — If you are dedicated enough, you can brave the Coop this next week. The library can be the ideal place for 
studying. There are vending machines full of snacks, J-city to fuel all of your caffeine needs, lots of oudets and different studying 
environments for all of your studying needs. The downside? Coop turns into the studying equivalent of the zombie apocalypse 
during finals week. There are lots of brain-dead, moaning figures dragging around and it is next to impossible to survive without 
a team, supplies and the willingness to fight anyone who looks like they might consider stealing your spot. 
My advice: Grab your team and stake out your spot 9 a.m. on Sunday. Live the next week off a diet of Monster and Java City 
baked goods. 
Academic Success Center — The best thing about this study spot is that most people forget that it exists. The worsr thing — 
very limited seating. Whereas Cooper has floors and floors of chairs, desks, couches and beanbag chairs, the Academic Success 
Center basically only has one floor. This location is much better for individualized studying, as its quiet atmosphere does not 
encourage talking. Stay away from this location if you plan to talk at all during this next week unless you like getting death glares 
and hearing your own obnoxious voice echo throughout an empty building. 
My advice: Srudy here sparingly. The Academic Success Center is prime for last minute cram sessions and rapidly approaching 
deadlines, but if you study here seven days straight, you might lose the ability to verbally communicate. 
Amphitheater — Since it is December, you would think that it would be, you know, cold. Well, S.C. decided not to swing 
that way this year, which has led to half the campus dressing like they are going to the beach, while the other half pretends that 
walking around in 80-degree weather in a sweater is not weird. But there is also a positive to this schizophrenic weather — you 
can study outside! Nothing clears your head like fresh air, so be sure to spend at least a couple of hours lounging by the reflection 
pond. Just be careful — with weather this nice, it is more likely that you will do more napping than reading. 
My advice: Study something relatively unimportant here. That way when you inevitably pass out drooling on your backpack 
pillow, you will not hate yourself. 
Bracken: — This building is basically Cooper and the Academic Success Center's lovechild. It has all of the snacks, caffeine and 
social life of Cooper paired with the serious studying environment and limited seating of the Academic Success Center. The 
only thing that detracts from this location is the traffic. Because this is an academic building, studiers have to worry about the 
constant flow of students entering and leaving their exams throughout the week Also, because of its high ceilings, almost every 
noise here is amplified to be as loud as possible, and the individual desks and computers do not encourage group sessions. 
My advice: Grab your headphones and Rainymood.com and try to snag that little nook by the auditorium. 
Hendrix — While you are stopping by Barnes and Noble to get the $10 back for your textbooks, why not use your time at 
Hendrix to study? The chairs by Einstein's are some of the most comfortable around campus, and the relaxed environment 
of this place encourages social studying. The only problem with this location is that it can easily become too social. With the 
constant stream of students selling their books, picking up their newTigerStripe cards and lounging in the Eastside Food Court, 
people-watching can transform from a fun pastime to your academic downfall. Also, beware of how much you eat here. I 
know that ordering White Chocolate Mochas are more fun than creating your management study guide, but it is easy to start 
procrastinating by binge eating. 
My advice: Eat before you study here, and stay away from the endless line of students overflowing from the bookstore. 
Your apartment or dorm — If you can focus where you live, I am jealous of your life. And I hate you a little. If you are like the 
rest of the world and your bedroom makes you a slave to Netflix, you probably should not study there. Your roommates will be 
your biggest rivals if you choose to study here. Beware of statements such as "You've been working for like 20 whole minutes. 
You deserve to watch 'Elf,'"."An ice cream break won't take too long" and "We need to go downtown at least one more time." 
Also, be careful of how you study here. A Dr. Pepper for every paragraph you write probably is not a good idea. 
My advice: If you have more willpower than anyone at The Tiger, go for it. But if you're a normal mortal who cares even an 
ounce about your grades, avoid studying where you live at all costs. 
Mather spoke in the Strom Thurmond Institute on Nov. 28. 
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FOR SALE OR LEASE 
THE 
"Come for the water. Stay for the friends." 
Cottages and Paired Homes in Waterfront Community 
5 minutes from Clemson campus. 
Carolina 
REAI 
ESTATE TOM WINKOPP 
REALTOR/DEVELOPER, LL( 
Tom Winkopp Realtor/Developer. LLC. 391 College Avenue. Suite 103 • Clemson. SC 29631 
Phone: 864 654 7549 for Leasing • 864 654 2200 for Sales 
www.thepieratclemson.com 
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Sadly, it is not even remotely chilly outside, or I would try to explain how you 
can still be well-dressed while wearing fifty layers of sweaters and coats. So, as the 
weather is being annoyingly stagnant and Thanksgiving has passed, we can talk about 
everyone's secret wardrobe faux pas around the holidays: Christmas sweaters. 
I am the first to admit that I love a good sweater. They are warm, cozy, and can 
be worn oversized — i.e. big enough to cover up any weight gain. But bring me a 
sweater with oddly shaped bulbous things embroidered on it (and not knitted by 
Mrs. Weasley) with a serious intent of wearing it and I will take you to the hospital to 
make sure that you are mentally stable. Because ridiculous sweaters such as these are 
not actually clothing; no, they are more an accessory, more a whimsical decoration 
than having any real use. And in addition to that, I doubt anyone can truly define 
"Christmas sweater" because it truly does encompass so many different things. 
If you really think about it, there is no true history to Christmas sweaters, no 
beginning, no evolving, and there definitely does not seem to be an end to the 
ongoing continuation of the slightly horrific Christmas sweaters. But in this context, 
is that not what makes them so funny and ridiculous—the fact that these sweaters are 
still absurd today (and nowadays especially with the 3D sweaters now introduced)? 
Especially now as exams grow imminent, Christmas sweaters would be a good 
shift in wardrobe for everyone — nobody can truly wear or see a sweater that 
ridiculous and not laugh just a little bit. They bring good humor and a moment's 
relief as in the next week we will be drained of energy and come to realize that our 
brains are not quite as spacious as we thought them to be. 
So, pull out the ridiculous sweaters from your closets (yes, I know what is hiding 
in your closet) and parade them around like it is Thanksgiving and you are Macy— 
everyone could use a laugh. 
What is Festivus? 
First, this is a pole... Which fictional secular holiday falls on the 23rd of December: 
In place of a tree, what is placed in the center of the room? 
An 
When does the "Airing of Grievances'' occur? 
ci\ us dinner 
In 2000, which NFL team banned the word '"playoffs" in 
interviews, instead forcing them to use the term "Festivus" in 
its stead? 
Festivus was an idea original to Seinfeld: FRLE/FALSE 
.    ■    ■ iters fathers 
What ice cream maker created a seasonal Festivus ice cream in 
2000 and 2001? 
.  andjer    • 
In Seinfeld. George's father comes up for the idea for what while 
"raining blows upon a man who stole a doll he was trying to 
buv for his son"? 
In 1966. Dan O'Keefe created what holiday for his family that 
featured "airina; of grievances" and "feats of strengths r 
What holiday did Kramer want to celebrate that lead to his 
strike from the bagel store? 
^ 
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I don't mean to contaminate the seasonal elation evoked by this cheerful Christmas issue 
of The Tiger, but since it is also the last issue of this semester, and this will be my last 
column for this paper, as I graduate in two weeks, I have some kind of apocalyptic urge to 
seize my last chance and address something that has been weighing heavily on my heart. I 
have a confession to make: I am not a Clemson fan. Please don't stop reading yet - let me 
explain! I don't know if it is because school spirit is not much of a thing in the Netherlands, 
or because I suffer from a severe lack of interest in sports or because I think orange is not a 
very flattering color, but I never managed to feel that passion for everything Clemson. Being 
a non-Clemson fan in Clemson is a peculiar thing, I promise you. When people asked me if 
I'm going to so-and-so city this weekend, I always wondered why (apparently Clemson would 
play there). I never knew who was coming home at Homecoming. I did not attend one First 
Friday Parade, one Tigerama or that rooster's funeral. And I learned numerous synonyms for 
"no" during the endless quest of answering "Are you going to the game this weekend?" 
Interestingly, my lack of passion made me feel guilty, and I found myself trying to justify 
my ignorance on Clemson topics and my absence at Clemson events. So, in my desperation, 
one day I accepted the invitation of two caring classmates to join their tailgate and come to 
the game. I sincerely hoped that the excitement in a packed, pulsing stadium would hit me 
right in the heart and help me to finally see the light. But if the Clemson spirit is contagious, 
I must be immune: to me, attending that one game in my four years here equaled merely 
a lot of people, a lot of standing, a lot of chaos and some tiny figures in the distance 
continuously tackling each other, causing the game to be on hold more often than in action. 
In spite of this letdown, I hoped that one day I would finally understand, I would 
el it. I actually fantasized about not caring for years only to spontaneously understand 
and embrace the magic in my very last semester, which I figured could make for a deeply 
touching student speech at the graduation ceremony. But here I am, with two weeks to my 
graduation, and I doubt that Thomas Clemson is still planning to visit me in my dreams to 
hare some profound insight. 
So as the semesters went by without my wardrobe turning orange and with my neutrality 
toward Clemson stubbornly staying put, I couldn't deny it any longer: that special feeling 
wasn't going to come. I started to actually feel bad. Had I failed as a Tiger? Was I not part 
of that Clemson Family that seems so cozy and fun? Was I a disgrace to the student body? 
Then one day, I randomly discovered "The Clemson Experience," the introductory video 
on the admission page on Clemson's site. Students expressed their love for Clemson, calling 
it "home" with sparkling eyes. Passionate fans were cheering, members of the Clemson 
family were smiling and friends were laughing. It probably had a lot to do with great video 
editing as well (kudos to the creator!), but I actually got goose bumps and a lump in my 
throat. The weird thing is that I felt not only overwhelmed by a happy feeling but also by 
an intense sad feeling. I felt good because the happiness of the people in the video was so 
sincere and heartwarming. But at the same time, I felt incredibly sad, regretting that I had 
never been able to catch on and realizing that I could barely call myself part of that happy 
Clemson family I saw in the video. 
However, the conflicting emotions I felt actually helped me understand two things: first, 
in spite of not feeling much passion myself, I still deeply admire the sense of community 
and connection that Clemson fans share; and second - this may be more shocking - that 
perhaps, I am part of the Clemson family. Sure, I'm not the head of the household, but 
maybe I can be the eccentric aunt in the family, or that cousin who always makes jokes 
that nobody understands. I may not be able to follow your football lingo or wear orange 
on Fridays, but I do profoundly appreciate Clemson University as an institution. I am 
very aware of and grateful for the excellent education, the unique opportunities and the 
many learning experiences Clemson has offered me. I will never forget my interactions with 
professors and the scents and sights of our campus. Whether it was the blossoming in the 
spring or turning red and gold in the fall are forever imprinted in my memory. And, come to 
think of it, I actually believe my heart will start pounding a little faster whenever Clemson 
will be mentioned in the news. Because, after all, Clemson is my university. 
Yes, maybe f am a Clemson Tiger - just not the kind you'd expect. 
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Find the Hidden Objects... 
^ Twas the Week   J* 




Then Color the Picture After! 
Twas the week before winter break, and all through the school 
All the students were studying, their mouths filled with drool. 
The kids in Cooper Library were sitting down to pray 
In hopes that President Barker would give them an A. 
The Greeks were partying, all drunk in the fiat, 
While honors students cried at the drop of a hat. 
And my friend studying bio, and I with comm, 
Were just considering buying Ativan from her mom. 
When out in the hall there arose a stampede 
I fell from my loft and, from my head, began to bleed. 
Away to the entrance I stumbled in a crawl, 
Tore open the door and threw up in the hall. 
The fluorescent lighting filling the dorm 
Flickered as if we were caught in a storm 
When, what to my bloodshot eyes do delude, 
But Howard's Rock, and eight large football dudes. 
With an older Southern man, so orange and stark 
I knew in a minute that it must be President Bark'. 
More ferocious than tigers, the footballers were 
And they touchdowned, and caught and ran in a blur! 
"Go Sammy! Go Nuke! Go Andre Ellington! 
Go Oliver! Go Chad! Go Beef Wellington!" 
To the top of the field, to catching that ball, 
We too deep, we too deep, we too deep for y'all! 
With a season so awesome and a team so intense 
When they meet with a bowl, bring out the offense. 
So up to the dorm the footballers ran 
With famous Howards Rock and President Barker, so tan. 
And then, with horror, I heard on the roof 
The stomping and strutting of footballers aloof 
As the plaster cracked and I hit the ground, 
President Barker fell into my room with a bound. 
He was dressed in a tiger suit, from his head to his feet, 
And combined with his jersey, he was looking pretty neat. 
A stack of papers he held tight in his hand, 
And he looked like a president of very high command. 
His eyes — how they twinkled! His dimples — 
what an imprint! 
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a paw print! 
His cheerful grin was wide in celebration, 
And the hair on his head was as white as the student population. 
Howard's Rock he had poised in its stand 
And carefully protected the great Clemson brand. 
He had some cookies from the dining hall of the school 
That looked disgusting and old and quite like gruel. 
He was a super strong tiger, a right jolly old president, 
And I laughed when I saw him, despite being a 
Holmes residend 
A wink of his eye, and a spirit full of plenty 
Soon let me know that we would be in the top 20. 
He said, "In Cadence Count," and to me he skipped 
And handed me a paper documenting a 4.0 transcript. 
And giving a wink, and a smile so bright, 
He jumped out of the window back into the night! 
The team lifted him up, as they screamed, "ALL IN!" 
And spirited Barker back to dear old Clemson. 
But I heard him exclaim, as they flew out of sight: 
"Happy spring semester to all, now your 
checkbook is tight!" 
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TIME TO COLOR: HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
OH, HAPPY FINALS TOO! 
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BRADY BROWN 
Assistant TimeOut Editor 
They say the most important part of the holiday season is family. I guess that's why people do all that traveling. Long story 
short (okay, maybe it really isn't such a long story) here's the top five movie families who I'd like to spend the holidays with. 
The Swiss Family Robinson 
Alright, have you seen these people's house? It's 
legendary. This family definitely knows how to do the 
holidays right. Admittedly the gifts would probably be 
lacking, but that's just a part of a little give and take. One 
of the most important things to keep in mind during the 
holiday season is that compromise is the foundation for any 
happy family. 
The Tenenbaums 
Arguably the most dysfunctional family in cinema 
history (we'll leave Chinatown out of this), if you roll over 
to this household for some honey baked ham, I doubt you're 
walking away without a story or two. Anything with Royal 
(Gene Hackman) involved is destined for hijinks in the best 
possible way. 
The Griswolds 
Okay, this one's pretty obvious. The quintessential 
American family has already given you a glimpse of what 
you're in for with "Christmas Vacation," but keep in mind 
that was only one year, one single Christmas. Imagine all 
the other perfect holidays Clark (Chevy Chase) has tried so, 
so hard to throw together. He's had to have tried to top his 
light display at least once over the years. 
5 THEY TURNED A LOST ISLAM INTO All EXOTIC PARADISE! WALT DISNEY 
The McAllisters 
Hanging out with Kevin (Macaulay Culkin) aside, have you ever noticed the 
exotic places the McAllisters head to for present opening time? These people are 
loaded. In the first film they head to Hawaii, and in the second, they jet to Paris. 
Every year they take it to another level. These are some classy folks absolutely 
worth hanging around come caroling time. 
The von Trapps 
ytime you have Julie Andrews in the flesh employed as your governess — 
by the way, who wouldn't want a governess? — you're in for some good times. 
Now imagine how happy your holidays would be when you have the most 
perfect children ever sporadically breaking out into song — good times, right? 
T   S   SO   \ )   \ A    , WOK 
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Pasatiempos 
The Impossible Quiz ^ 
Beat the Editor 
1* The poinsettia originated in what Spanish- 
speaking country? 
2. In Poland, what creatures are viewed 
as symbols of goodness at Christmas 
because, according to legend, they created 
the blanket for the Baby Jesus? 
3. What country did "Good King Wenceslas" rule? 
4. What is the all-time best-selling Christmas 
recording? 
5. On Christmas Eve, what American government 
agency tracks Santa's sleigh? 
6. How many candles are on a Hanukkah 
Menorah? 
7» In Seinfeld, what holiday does George's 
father create in place of Christmas that 
features "feats of strength" and "airing of 
grievances?" 
8. Where did the real St. Nicholas live? 
9. Which popular Christmas song was actually 
first written for Thanksgiving? 
10. The French drink 'Lait de Poule' was adapted 
to create what American Christmas staple? 











;  9. Jingle Bells 
j   10. Eggnog 
Compare your answers with Katelyn's 
by checking on the top of page 15! 
FIND RUSTY AND FRIENDS! 
Rusty the Bear and his friends are hidden somewhere 
inside this edition of The Tiger. Of course, they are 
much smaller than this. Good Luck! anrTfl 
He'll have you texting in no time. 
CLEMSON 
Sports Medicine & Rehabilitation 
Just Outside of Campus on Hwy. 93, 
Next to Gold's Gym! 
Hand pain or injury slowing you down? 
WE'VE ADDED HAND THERAPY IN CLEMSON!! 
• Orthopaedic and Traumatic Hand injuries and Pain 
• Post-Surgical Conditions of the Wrist and Hand (i.e. Carpal Tunnel) 
• Tendonitis of the wrist and elbow (i.e. Tennis Elbow, Golfer's 
Elbow, Dequervain's Tendonitis) 
• Arthritis Pain 
• Degloving Injuries and Burns 
• Custom Splinting 
Is knee or joint pain keeping you from staying active? 
We also specialize in running, sports performance enhancement, 
& treatment of orthopaedic injuries: 
Muscle Strains, Joint Sprains, Sports Injuries 
Back & Neck Pain 
Running Related Ankle, Knee, 
Hip Pain/Instability 





Oct. 24-Nov. 21 
Your friends don't need to see your 
w lunch on Instagram, but everyone needs 
to see your dog wearing antlers. 
SAGITTAIIIUS    .    Don't wait under the mistletoe. It's not 
NOV. 22 — Dec  21 looking like that kind of holiday for you. 
CAPRICORN "ft1^ Christmas, make sure you eat from all 
—^^WT1 w four food groups: candy, candy canes, candy 
corns and syrup. 
AQUARIUS If you ace your finals, throw a party Ke$ha 
__     _   , ,„ W would be proud of. If you don't ace your 
XW^   Jan. 20-Feb. 9       c   , A -.VJ.    *.*,       v-^. ,          finals, do it anyway. 
34--PISCES 
Feb. 20 - March 20    yellow snow. 
L  If it looks like yellow snow, it probably is 
ARIES 
March 21 - April 20 
&> TAURUS 
Try not to give your Jewish friend too 
many candy canes this year. 
>7  April 21 - May 20 
Channel your inner Carrie Bradshaw this 
W  Christmas and wear only your finest during 
exams. If you dress well, you test well. 
m GEMINI W   Go ahead and confess your love to that special ^^?'W*   MaV 21 — June 21 someone — the world's ending anyway. 
CANCER 
T?K* June 22 - July 22 
/Sag   LEO 
11   VIRGO 
iS.   Au9-24-SePf-22 
No, he didn't forget your gift on accident. He 
just doesn't care. 
This Christmas, ask for new boots instead of a 
gun. You can't shoot your eye out with boots. 
Justin Bieber's wink during the Victoria'; 
w  Secret fashion show? Yeah, it was meant 
for you. 
ri LIBRA 
Sept. 23 - Oct. 23        pot roast 
' 
Find solace in your crazy family by 
enjoying your drunk aunt's awesome 
SUDOKU Skill Level: ♦♦♦<><><> 
3 7 8 5 
1 7 4 5 2 
8 6 9 
3 4 8 
1 
5 7 6 4 1 
1 8 6 5 4 3 
6 8 
5 
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CROSSWORD 
Across 
1-Son of ! 
5- Crawl 
10- Celestial body 
14- Ingrid's "Casablanca" 
role 
15- Less common 
16- Prison 
17-Per  
18- Quick and nimble 
19- Immensely 
20- Type of ballot 
22- Salty 
24- Caustic substances 
25- Annapolis inst. 
26- Go at full speed 
29- Person with hives 
33- Give it ! 
34- Lott of Mississippi 
35- Canonized Mile. 
36- Ball belles 
37- Inanimate object 
38- Olive genus 
39- Nipper's co. 
40- Water nymph 
41- Villain's look 
42- Wages 
44- Fur skins 
45- Egyptian cross 
46- Dynamic start? 
47- Native Israelis 










62- Aromatic herb 
63- Back 
Down 




5- Orifice of a volcano 
6- Fads 





12- Stravinsky ballet 
13- Nerve network 
21- Russian no 
23- Med school subj. 
25- Turn over 
26- Training group 
27- Betel palm 
28- Rod used to reinforce 
concrete 
29- Met highlights 
30- Atoll unit 
31- Guide 
32- Weeping 
34- Femoral region 
37- Maillot 
38- Observer 
40- 1492 vessel 
41- Spanish muralist 
43-Of little width 
AA- Like heaven's gates 
46- Regions 
47- Juniors, perhaps 
48- Work without  
49- Drill a hole 
50- Ready for business 
51 - Travel on 
52- Swenson ofi'Benson" 
53- Baltic feedet#| 
56- Palm Pilot, e.gT 
BON 663 01 










For the answers to 
this week's puzzles 
goto: 
thetigernews.com 
PHOTOS OF THE WEEK 
Emily Pietras 
"Home For Christmas' 
"Christmas at Grove Park Inn" 
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Come crash at our place.. 
Rates sbarding ab $325f * 




AT    CLEMSON 
ffiHUIB ID 1) IS HUH Ml Ml) 
wm swrnm m, mi m m 
103 University Village Drive, Central, SC 29630 
www.uvclemson.com PrPYQQ (864) 639-5728 
*Rates subject to change Your college neighborhood1" &t=r 
